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MormnbsLlwmuku

— YBaxanTe ctapbix! — npo3By4an 13 TMHbI HU3KMI rON0C, KOTOPbIN 3acTaBui Obl Bac
B34POrHyThb, rOfI0C, HANOMUHABLLUUIN YTO-TO MArKOE, pacnagarLleecs Ha YacTu. B HEM

ObINn OPOXb, XPUMN U BU3T.
— MouTeHue k ctapwmum! O, peyHble ToBapuLLM, NoyMTanTe ctaplumx!

Ha BCEM LUMPOKOM NMPOCTPAHCTBE PEKN HE BUOHENOCH HNYEro, KpOMe HeBObLLOW
dnoTunumn 6apa, CKONMOYEHHbIX AEPEBSAHHBIMI FBO34AMM, C KBaApaTHbIMU napycamu u
Harpy>XeHHbIX CTPOUTENbHbIM KaMHEM. OHU TONbKO YTO BbILMAW U3-M0A4
Xene3Ho4OopPOXXHOro MOCTa M NNbINIM BHU3 NO TeYEHM0. J1ioan NOAHANN HEeYKIXue
OEPEBSAHHbBIE PYNN, YTOObI HE 3aCeCTb Ha Nec4aHbIX Mensax, 06pa3oBaBLUMXCA OKOJI0
onop mocTta. Korga conotunua npowna, no Tpu 6apxu pagom, CHoBa 3a3Bydarn

CTpaLLHbIW ronoc:
— O, peyHble BpamMuHbI, yBaXkanTe ctaporo n 6onbHoro!

OpavH 13 cuaeBwmnx Ha 6apxe obepHyncs, NOAHAN PyKy, MPOM3HEC YTO-TO, TOSIbKO He
©narocnoBeHue, 1 6apxu 3ackpunenu ganbslue, yxoas B TYMaHHbIA cympak. Lnpokas
peka, ckopee NnoxoamBLLas Ha Lenb HeEBOMbLUMX 03Ep, HEXXENX Ha NOTOK, Obina
HenoaBWXXHa, TOYHO 3epKario; B €€ rMaBHOM pycre oTpaxarnocb KpacHoe, Kak necok,
Hebo; 6nn3 HNM3KNX Beperos 1 No4 HAMU BUOHENUCH XKENTbIE U MYTHO-NUMOBLIE NATHA. B
nepvoa aoxaen HebonbLune pydbn BNMBANUCh B 3Ty PEKY; TENEPb Xe MX BbICOXLUNE
YyCTbSl BUCENM BblLLE NMHMM BoAbl. Ha neBom Gepery, oYty nog cambiM
KEeNe3HO4OPOXHbIM MOCTOM, NPUIOTMUNACh AEPEBHS, BCA COCTOSIBLUAS M3 MTMHbI,
Knpnuyen n NNeTEHOK; e€ rnaBHasa ynuua, no KoTopon JOMaLlHUIA CKOT Bo3BpaLlasnca
Tenepb B CBOU XJeBa, 6exana K peke 1 3akaHunmBasnacb KUPNnUYHOM nnaTtgopmMon, Kyaa
NPUXoANNKU NoaKn, KOTOPbIM Haao 6biNo cTMpaTtb U MbiTbes. CeneHne Ha3bIBaroch

Merrep ayT.
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Houb 6bICTPO onyckanack Ha nons, 3acesiHHblE YeYeBULEN, PUCOM U XITOMKOM,
paccTynaBLIMECH B HU3MHE, EXXErogHO 3anvMBaeMon PEKON, Ha KaMblLUW, OKaMnsiBLLME
OKPaWHYy U3MNYy4YnHbI, Ha NacTouLla, NPUMbIKaBLUME K TUXMM Kambllwam. Ewwé HegaBHO
nonyram 1 BOPOHbI LlOKanu 1 Kpuyanu, npuneTeB Ha Be4epHUi BO4OMOMW, HO B 3TOT Yac
OHW YK€ yAanuncb OT PEKN Ha HoYMer u BCcTpeYvanu uenble 6aTanboHbl NeTy4mnx
MbILLEN, KOTOPbIE Ha3bIBAKOTCA NETYy4UMM NUCMLLAMU; OAHA Tyda 3a OpYro BOASAHbIX
NTWL CO CBUCTOM M rorotaHbeM CTPEMUINCH NMoA NpUKpbiTUe 6amOykoB. TyT Gbinn rycu ¢
BbITSHYTbIMU, KaK GOYOHKM, rONloBamMun U YEPHBLIMU CIMHAMU, YaNKWN; TaM U CAM MeNbKanm

donamMuHro.

Heykntoxuin AgbloTaHT (Mapaby) aepxxancs B Tbifly cTau U fieTen Tak NeHNBO, TOYHO

KaXxabl B3Max €ro KpbiribeB Obln NocneaHum.
— YBaxawnTte ctapwux! bBpamuHbl peku, ysaxante ctapumx!

Mapaby crierka noBepHyn rorioBy, HECKOMbKO pa3 yaapun KpblfibsMu, NponeTen B
CTOPOHY rorioca v TSKero OnycTUICA Ha NecyaHyro Mernb HuKe MocTa. [nagsa Ha Hero,
MOXHO ObINI0 MOHATb, YTO 3TO 3a MOLLEHHMK. CO CMUHbI OH Ka3arncs Heonucyemo
NMOYTEHHBIM CYLLECTBOM; OH MMEST NOYTU LWECTb (DYTOB B BbILLMHY Y MOXOAWN Ha
NPUITMYHYIO Nbicyto ocoby. Cnepeau e okasbiBanock Agpyroe. Ha ero ronose u wee He
Ccvaeno HY O4HOro NépbILLKa, a HKe KnioBa Bucen 6e306pasHblin MeLoK 13
KpaCHOBaTOWN KOXW — XpPaHUIULLIE BCEro, YTO OH MOT CXBaTUTb CBOMM OCTPbIM KIHOBOM.
MTrua cToana Ha oYeHb OSIMHHbBIX, TOHKUX, MOPLLMHUCTBIX HOrax, HO akkypaTHO
nepectynana umMu u ¢ ropgocTbio NocMaTpuBana Ha HUX Yepes nneyo, Korga ynmctuna
CBOW nenenbHO-Cepble XBOCTOBbIE Nepbs; MOTOM AQBIOTaAHT 3amuparn, BbITArMBasCh, Kak

conpaat Ha kapayrne.

ManeHbKknin Xyaon Wwakan, nassLnin oT ronoga, CTos Ha NPUropke, BHe3arnHO HaBOCTPUIT

YL, nogHAN XBOCT U MYCTUIICA PbICbIO K A,D,'bIOTaHTy.

370 ObIN cCamblil HAYTOXHBIN M3 LLAKanoB (Henb3s ckasaTb, YTO M Ny4Yllne-To ero POANYM
XOPOLUN, HO 3TOT BblNT 0COOEHHO HUYTOXEH, TaK Kak 3aHMMar cpeaHee MecTo Mexay
HULLMM M NpecTynHUKOM). OH ounLan MycopHble Kyun; To BbiBan 4O OT4asiHMSA Nyrnue,
TO CBMPENO OTBaXXEH; BEYHO UCMbITbIBAN rOfoA 1 BEYHO XXe XUTPUI, XOTS BCE ero

YINOBKN HE NMPUHOCUITN eMY HMUKaKOM NONb3bl.



— YX, — YHbINIO OTPSAXMBANACb, Ckadan OH. — [MyCTb KpacHas napLia yHUUYTOXMUT BCEX
aepeBeHckux cobak. Kaxgas ykycuna MeHsa Tpu pasa, a 3a 4to? 3a To, YTo A
NOCMOTpPEN — 3aMeTbTe, MOCMOTPEN — Ha CTapbIin GalwmMak B KOpoBbeM xneBy. Pa3se s

MOry eCTb rpsidb? — 1 OH NoYyecan y cebs 3a feBbIM yXOM.

— A cnblwan, — 3ameTun AQbOTaHT FONIOCOM, HAaNOMUHABLUUM 3BYK TYMNOW NSbI NO
TONCTOWN JOCKe, — A Cribllarn, YTo B 3TOM camoM Balumake nexan HOBOPOXAEHHbIN

LLeHOK.

— OpaHo geno cnblwarb, apyroe 3Hatb, — 3aMeTus wakarsn, OTJIN4HO 3HaBLUMI

nocrnoBuLbl, 6naro,uaps=| BEYHOMY MOACNYLUMBAHbBIO Pa3roBOpPOB NIOAEN.

— MNpaega. MoaTtomy 5, 4na BEPHOCTM, N03aboTUNCA O LLEHKe, Noka cobaku Gbinn

3aHATbI B ApPYromMm MecTe.

— [a, oHM ObINM O4YeHb 3aHATbI, — ckasan wwakasn. — Tenepb s HECKONbKO BPEMEHUN He
Oyny 3aberatb B AepeBHI0 3a obbeakamn. 3Ha4MT, B 3TOM Balumake AeNCTBUTENBbHO

Obln crenon LWeHoK?

— OH 3gecb, — oTBETUN AQBIOTaHT, KOCSICb Yepe3 CBOW KItoB Ha COOCTBEHHbIN MOSHbIV
300. — OTO NycCTHAK, HO, KOraa Munocepane ymepno B Mupe, TakuMmm Bellamun He cnegyet

npeHebperaTtsb.

— An, an! la, B Hawu gHM MUp — cyLlee xeneso, — NpoBm3Xarn wakan. B Ty xxe MUHyTy
ero 6ecnokoriHble rnasa yroBunun KpoweyHyo psibb Ha MOBEPXHOCTU BOAbI, U OH
TOPOMMMBO NpoAosmkan: — Tspkena XusHb AN BCeX Hac, U 1 He COMHEBatOCb, YTO Jaxe

Halll BbICOKWNI rocrnoauH, ropaocCTb FayTa M 3aBUCTb PEKMN...

— JIryH, NbCTel 1 Wakan BbIBENUCb N3 OQHOro AnLa, — ckasan mapaby, He obpallasach
HW K KOMY B 0COOEHHOCTU; Ao B TOM, YTO OH TOXE, B CNy4ae HyXAabl, YMen OTANYHO

conraTtb.

— [a, na, 3aBUCTb peku... [laxke OH, — rpOMYE NPEXHEro NOBTOPUA LWAKarn, — AaXe OH He
MOXET He HaxXoAUTb, YTO CO BPEMEHU NOCTPOMKM MOCTa NULKM cTano MmeHble. C gpyrom
CTOPOHBbI, OH O4apEH TaKoW MyapOCTbi0 1 TakuMu gobpoaetensiMm (KOTopbIX S, K

Hec4yacTblo, COBEPLUEHHO NNLLEH), YTO...



— Y ecnu Wwakan HasblBaeT cebs cepbiM, OH, AOMKHO ObITb, HEBbIPA3UMO YEPEH, —

npobopmoTtan AabtoTaHT. [TMua He Buaana npubnukasLwerocs K 6epery cyLiecraa.
— ...YT0 y Hero, KOHeYHO, HMKoraa He OblBaeT HefoOCTaTKa B NULLE U, CrieAoBaTeNbHO. ..

Mecok cnerka CKpunHys, TOYHO AHO NOAKM SOTPOHYNock A0 menwu. Wakan 6eicTpo
NOBEpPHYICA 1 obpaTunca Mopaown (3To Bcerga 6naropasymHee) K TOMY, O KOM OH
TONbKO 4YTO roBopwun. MNognnein gBaguatnyeTbipexdyToBbi kKpokoaumn. Beé ero teno
oaeBanu Kak 6bl NnacTbl KOTENBHOIO YyryHa, a Ha CnnHe ctosan rpebeHb; xXenToBaTble
KOHYMKM ero BepxHux 3y60B BMCENN HaA BENUKONENHO BbITSHYTON HUKHEN YESTHOCTbIO.
3710 6bIN TynoHockIn Merrep n3 Merrep MayTa; OH NpoXun AonbLUE TOW AEPEBHN,
KOTOPYH HasBanu rno ero MMeHu. [1o NOCTPONKM Kene3HO40POXKHOro MoCTa Kpokoguna
cynTanu geMoHOM peydHoro 6poaa; oH yorBan BXOAMBLUMX B BOA4Y fto4en; BMECTE C TEM
OH e 6bIn n peTuwem cenenus. Tenepb Merrep nexan HenoOABWMXHO, ONyCTUB
noabopoaoK B MENKY0 BOAY, M YyTb-4yTb LLUEBENNIT XBOCTOM, YTOObI yaepXaTbCs Ha
MecCTe, HO LWaKas OT/IMYHO MOMHWI, YTO OAMH yAap 3TOro Mory4yero Xsocta MoxeT

nepeHecTu YyaoBuLe Ha Geper co CKOPOCTbI0 Napoxoaa.

— Cyactnueas BCTpeqa! nOKpOBI/ITeJ'Ib 6eaHbIx! — NbCTUBO npmnBeTCTBOBAJl €ro wakarsn, B
TO XXe BpeM4dA OTCTynasd npun Kaxgom croBe. — B BO34yXe 3By4arl BOCXUTUTESbHbIN rONnoc,
M Mbl... Mbl NpULLIN, HAAEeACb HacnagnTbCA NPUATHbLIM Pa3roBOpPOM. A xpan 1ebsa n

ocmMmenuncsa paccyxgatb o Tebe. Hagetoch, Tbl HAYEro He cnbiwan?

Mexay Tem Liakan, KOHeYHO, FOBOPWI B HaAeXae, YTO KPOKOAWI YCIbILLUT ero crioBa;
OH 3Har, YTOo NeCTb — yyllee CPeACTBO MOMy4YMTb OT HEFO KYCOK CbeCTHOro. B To xe
BpeMs 1 Merrep noHMMar, YTo Lakan roBopus C U3BECTHOM LENblo; LWakany e bbino
SICHO, 4YTO Merrep NoHMMaeT BCE M 3HAET, YTO OH, Luakar, 3HaeT, YTo Merrep 3HaerT;

Taknum obpasom, ob6a GbinNn JOBOSBHBI APYT APYIOM.
3agbixasicb 1 Bopya, YygoBuLLe ABUranocb Boonb 6epera; oHo 6opmoTano:
— YBaxalnTe cTapbiX Y HEAY>KHbIX.

Ero maneHbkue rnasa, cngesLlune nog TSKENbIMn poroebiMn BEKaMn Ha BEPXYLLUKE
NIOCKON Tpeyroanon roONnoBbl, ropenn, Kak yriu, noka n3 BoAbl BbIXoAWUJ10 €ro

©04YOHKOOOpPa3Hoe Teno, BUCEBLLEE MEXAY UCKPUBMIEHHBIMW HOramu. HakoHel,



Kpokoaun 3anér 63 oTMenu, 1 kak Hy Obifiv 3HaKOMbI Liakany ero obblyan, TPyCrmBbI
3BEpPb HEBOJIBHO B3APOrHyn, yBuaeB, Ao Yyero Merrep caenancsa noxox Ha npuburtoe K
necky 6peBHO. Kpokoaun gaxe nocraparncsi NOMecTUTbCS No4 TEM YriioM, Nog KOTOpPbIM
nexan 6bl eCTeCTBEHHO OCTaHOBMBLUMINCS 06pyOOK. [TOHATHO, BCE 3TO BbINIO caenaHo
no NpuBbIYKe, NOTOMY YTO Merrep Bbllwen Ha Menb He paan OxXoTbl, a ANng
yOOBOSbCTBUS; HO KPOKOAMI HUKOrAa He GbiBaeT BMOSHE CbIT, M ecnn 6bl CXOOCTBO C
OpeBHOM 0O6MaHyno Wakana, Tpyc He Mor 6bl paccyxgaTte 06 3TOM, Tak Kak He ocTarncs

Obl B XUBbIX.

— Onta MOE, 9 HMYero He cnblwan, — 3akpblBas oauH rnas, ckasan Merrep. — Boga
nonana MHe B yLUW; KpOMe TOro, s1 coBcem ocnaben ot ronoga. Co BpeMeHu NOCTPONKM
)Kene3HOAOPOXXHOro MOCTa Hapo4, HacensaLWwmni MO AEPEBHI0, pasntobun MeHs, n

cepaLe Moé pasbuBaeTcs OT 3TOro.

— Kakon no3op, — npounsHéc wakan. — Takoe 6naropogHoe cepaue! Ho nogn Bce

OMNHAaKOBbI.

— HeTt, mexagy HuMun cyliecTByeT pasnunyme, — MArko ckasan Merrep. — OgHu xyabl 1
CyXM, Kak BapoyHble WeCTbI. [pyrne XupHbl, Kak Mornoable Wwak... cobaku. A Hukorga He
cornawycb 6ecnpu4mHHO yHMxatb nogen. OHm pasHoobpasHbl, 1 MHOrONETHUA ONbIT
A0Ka3bIBaAET, YTO BCE OHU, MYXXUYMHbI, XXEHLUMHbI U AETN, [OCTAaTOYHO XOPOLUU; A HE BUXY

B HUX HMYeEro gypHoro. NMomHu xe, aAnTA, TOT, KTO OCyXaaeT, OblBaeT OCY>KAEH.

— KoHeuHo, nectb XyxXe nonasLLEN B Xenyaok I'IyCTOIZ YXKECTSIHKU, HO Mbl cenvac
cnbiwanu, nonCTnuHe, Mmygpble crnoBa, — 3aMeTunl AObIOTaHT, onyckasa CBOK NMNoaXxXaTyto

Hory.

— Ho nogymaiw o nogckon HebnarogapHOCTU, OTHOCUTENbHO TaKoro BbICOKOrO

CyLLI,eCTBa! — CllallaBO Ha4dan wakarnl.

— Her, HeT, 310 He HebnarogapHOCTb, — Bo3pa3un Merrep. — OHM NPOCTO HE AyMmatoT O
Apyrux, BoT un BCE. J1€xa Ha MOEM BcergallHeM MecTe okono 6poaa, s pasgymbiBar, kak
ANs CTapuKoB M ANns Aeten HeyaoOHbl NeCTHULbI Ha HOBbIN MOCT. O cTapukax, NOHATHO,
Heyero ocobeHHO MHOMo AymMaTb, HO MEHSI MOMCTUHE NeYansaT TONCTbIE, XXUPHbIE AETH.

Tem He MeHee 4 nonarato, 4To MOCT CKOpPO noTepdAeT ona HUX npernectb HOBU3HbI, YTO



KOpPUYHEBbIE HOTM MOErO Hapoaa CTaHyT CHoBa Xpabpo nepexoanTb peky Bbpoa, kak B

Obinoe Bpems, n ctapbii Merrep 6yget nonyyatb CBOE.
— Ho cerogHs no peke nNnbinv rmpnaHabl HOrOTKOB, — 3aMeTurn AQbloTaHT.
B MHamv rupnaHgbl HOrOTKOB — CUMBOS MNOYTEHUS.

— Ownbka, 6onblwasa owmnbka. ITO XKeHa Nnpogasua cnagkoro Msca... 'og ot rogy eé
3peHne ocnabesaeT, M OHa He B cunax oTnu4nTb 6peBHa OT MeHsl, Merrepa NayTa;
cAenan oHa ewé war, s nokasarn Obl e HeKOTOpoe pasnuune Mexay MHOW n Yypb6aHoMm.
Bcé xe y Heé Gbinun xopolume HaMmepeHusl, a Ham criegyeT obpallaTb BHMMaHMeE Ha

[AYXOBHYO CTOPOHY MPUHOLLEHWIA.

— Kakown TosK B rupnsiHgax HoroTkoB NS TOro, KTO NEXUT Ha Kyye Mycopa? — Cnpocun

Lakarn.

OH ycepaHo nosun 6nox, B TO xe BpemMaA norndgbiBad Ha CBOEro «rnoKpoOBUTENA

OeHbIX».

— NpaBga! Ho ntoau ewwé He Havyanu ycTpamBaTb MyCOPHOM SiMbl, B KOTOPYIO nonagy .
Ha moux rnasax peka nAaTb pas oTcTynana oT cerneHus, npubasnasn 3eMnu K KOHLY
ynuupl. MNaTe pa3 Bugen s, kak XXutenu Bo3BoguIM HoBble CTPOeHUs Ha Beperax, u ewwé
NATb pa3 yBUXKY NOBTOPEHNE 3TOro. A — He NoTepsBLLMI BEPY, OXOTALLMIACA 3a pbibamu
MaBuanb (nopoga Kpokoaunos); 1 He bbiBato To B Kasu, To B lNpenare, kak roBoput
NMoroBopKa, s BEPHbIN U NOCTOSAHHBIN CTpax aToro 6poaa. Hegapom, ouTa Moé, ceneHuve
HOCUT MOE MUMS. A Kak roBOpUT nocrosuua: « TOT, KTO AONTO CTOPOXMUT, HAaKOHeL|

nonyyaet Harpagy».

— A >xpgan gonro, oMeHb 4ONro, YyTb HE BCHO XXM3Hb, @ B Harpagy MeHsA TOJIbKO Kycalun

nnn 6unn, — 3amMeTun wakan.

— Xa, xa, xa! — 3axoxoTan AgbloTaHT 1 3aTem nponen: — B aBrycte 6bin poXxaéH wakan,
A0XAW Bbinanu B ceHTAbpe. Hukorga ewé He BuabiBan s NogobHbIX NTIMBHEN, ckasan

9TOT LWakKarn.

Y AObloTaHTa ecTb OfiHA OYEHb HeNnpuATHadA OCOOEHHOCTb. L—Iepea HeOI'IpeD,eJ'IéHHbIe

NMPOMEXYTKMN BPEMEHN Y HEro HAa4YNHAKTCA OCTpPbIE NpuUnagku cygopor n, Xota ¢ sBuay



AnbloTaHT ropasgo obpoaeTtenbHee ocTanbHbIX CBOMX POANYER, KOTOpbIE BCe
HEOObIKHOBEHHO MOYTEHHbI, BO BPEMS MPUCTYMNOB 3TOro Heayra OH NPUHMMAETCS ONKO
BbINMNSAChIBATb KAKOW-TO CTPaHHbIN BOEHHbIN TaHel, 1, Cnerka pacnyckas Kpbinbsi, TO
NOAHUMAET, TO HaKIMOHSAET CBOHO JbICYHO rOMOBY; MO NPUYMHAM, XOPOLLIO U3BECTHBLIM MY
camomy, camble XyaLlune npunagku cTpaHHon 6onesHu Bcerga coBnagatoT € ero 3MbiMu
3amevaHusMu. Mpu nocnegHem crnose NPoneTon NECEHKM OH CHOBa 3aMep, Kak Obl
BbITIHYBLUMCb Ha Yacax, U caenarcs B AecaTb pa3 6onee NoxXox Ha aabloTaHTa,

HEXenu npexae.

LLlakan He npopearnpoBar; emy y>e MUHYIO TpU roaa, HO Henb3si XKe CepaAnTbCs Ha
ockopbneHue, HaHecEéHHOe 0cobol C KNBOM B SpA ANWHbI U CUMbHBIM, Kak APOTUK.

AOBIOTaHT CnaBuUIicsl CBOEN TPYCOCThIO; LWakarn xe Obin ewé Tpycnveee.

— Hy>xHO npoxuTb gonro, Ytobbl NONy4YnTb 3anac 3HaHun, — 3ameTun Merrep. — U
crnegyeT 3amMeTUTb: ManeHbKue Lwakanbl — ABfieHne 0bbl4HOE, ANTS MOE, HO TaKon
Merrep, Kak s, BCTpe4yaeTcs HeyacTo. [1py BCEM TOM 9 He BO3ropaurcs, noTomMy 4To
ropgeL ckopo nornbaeT; ogHaKo 3aMeTb: BCE eno B cyabbe, 1 cBow cyabby He MoxeT
N3MEHUTb HUKTO, NaBaroLWmii N, XOAALWMIA N, Berarowmi nn Ha YeTbipEx Horax. A
NYHO JoBoneH ceoer cyabbon. Npu yaaye, obnagas ocTpbiM 3peHNEM U MPUBLIYKON

3amMe4yaTb, €CTb I BbIXO4 U3 py4bd Ui 3aBOo4n, MOXXHO caenatb MHOroe.

— A MHe paccka3sbiBanu, YTo Jaxe «MOKPOBUTENb GeaHbIX» OAHaxabl NOCTYMNN

HEOCMOTPUTETIbHO, — A3BUTENIbHO 3aMeTuI LWaKar.

— lNMpaBaa; Ho B 3TOM criydae MHe nomorna cyabba. lNpoucectsne, 0 KOTOPOM Tbl
rOBOPWLLIb, CNYYMNOCh, KOraa s eLé He JOCTUT NOMNHOro pocta. KnsHycb npaebiM 1
nesbiM 6eperom [MaHra, YemM-4em TOSbKO HE KMLeNnu NoToKM B Te BpemeHa!l.. [la, g 6bin
Monoa u HeocMmoTpuTerneH. BoT Ha4anocb HaBogHEHWE, KTO e pagoBancs Toraa
bonble MeHa? B oHM MONO4OCTU BCAKUI NYCTSAK Becenun Moé cepaue. HaBogHeHue
3anuno gepesHio. A Nponnbin ganeko, 4O CaMblX PUCOBbLIX NOMen; NX NOKpbIBan ryctomn
cnon una. NMomHto A Takke napy 6pacneToB (UX yKpallano CTEKIO, U OHU CUITbHO
CMYTUINN MEHST), KOTOpble A HaWEN B 3TOT Bevep. [a, bpacneTsl K, ecnn namMsaTb MHE He
N3MeHSIET, TaM Takxke Obin 6awmak. MHe cnegoBano cHATb 0o6a 6alimaka, Ho s 6bin
roniogeH. NMo3xe A Hayuunca noctynatb MHadve. [la. NTak, 9 nocne npunér oTaoXHYTb;

Korga xe COGpaJ'ICFI CHOBa BEPHYTbCA B pPEeKy, BOAa coluna, U A ABUHYIICA MO Uy



rnaBHOM ynuupbil. KTo pewunnca Obl Ha 3TO, Kpome MeHA? /13 4oMOoB BbiCbiNarn BeCb MOW
Hapo4: Xpeubl, XXeHLWWHbI, AeTN, 1 4 MUINTOCTUBO NOCMaTpuBart Ha HUX. B nne butbces

Heyno6Ho. BOT oauH NogoyYHMK 3akpuyan:
— Hecute Tonopel, yobéM ero; Beab 310 Merrep 6poaa!

— HeT, — otBeTMn 6pammH. — CMOTpUTE, OH roHUT nepef cobon Bogy. OH 6oxecTBo

Hallero cerneHun4.

Torpa mon Hapo 3acbinaln MeHd uBetamMmun, n'y Koro-to n3 HuX ABuacb cHactiimBas

MbICIb MOMOXMWTb Ha JOPOry KO3Yy.
— Kak BkyCHa, kak BKyCHa ko3a! — ckasan Liakar.

— Ha Hen wepcTb, CrMWKOM MHOTO LLEPCTU; KOrAa e eé Hanugélwb B BOAE, B HEN NOYTH
HaBepHSKa CKpbIBaeTCHA KpeCcToobpasHbIN KptoK. HO Ty KO3y 51 MPUHAN U C NOYECTLIO
BepHyncs B peky. [o3xe cyapba nocnana MHe nogoyHuka, XenasLlero paspyoutb
TOMOPOM MOM XBOCT. Ero nogka cena Ha CTapuHHY Merfb, KOTOPOM Bbl, KOHEYHO, HE

NOMHUTE.

— He Bce Mbl 3gech wakansl, — 3ameTun AQboTaHT. — He roBopuLb N Tbl O TOW Menu,
KoTopas obpasoBanack, Koraa B peke NOTOHyM 6apku ¢ KaMeHbsIMU B rof, BENIMKOW

3acyxv|? I'Ipo Ty npoaonroeaTtyro Merb, KOTOpasd yuerena B Te4eHne TpéX pa3J'IVIBOB?
— WNx 6bIno e, — oTBeTun Merrep, — BEpPXHAA N HUXKHAA.

— [a, a 3abbin. Menn pasgensn NpPoTokK; NO3)e OH BbICOX, — cka3an AOQblOTaHT,

ropAvBLLUNNCH CBOEN XOPOLLEN NaMSATbIO.

— BoT Ha HWxHeNn-To 1 3acena nogka moero fobpoxenatens. OH cnan, B NOnycHe
nepeckouns Yyepea 6opT M BOLWEN B BOAY MO MOSIC, — HET TOSbKO MO KONEHO, — YTOObI
CTONKHYTb €€ ¢ menu. [NycTasa nogka ABMHyNacb, HO CHOBa cena Ha cnegyloLwun
nepekaT. f Kpancs 3a YenoBeKOM, 3Had, YTO CKOPO NpPUAYT Apyrue ngu, 4Tobbl

BbITALLMTb NTOAKY Ha Beper.

— W oHun, nencTBMTENBHO, NPULLIU? — C OTTEHKOM CTpaxa cnpocun wakan. Takas oxoTa

BHyLLana emy yBaxKeHue.



- an/ILUJ'II/I N B 3TO MECTO U HMXKE NO TeYeHuto. A nosiyynn Tpounx B 0AMH EHb, BCEX
XOpOoLIO OTKOPMITEHHbLIX MEHOXNCOB (J'IOD,O‘-IHI/IKOB), N HWN OONH N3 HNX HE 3aKpunyar,

KpoMe nocneaHero. (B atom criyyae s aeiicteoBan HebpexHo!)

— AXx, 4To 3a 6naropogHas oxotal Ho kakon NOBKOCTH, Kakoro yma Tpebyet oHa! —

NPOU3HEC LLaKarn.

— TpebyeTcsa He yM, ANTS, @ TONbKO YMeHNe MbicnuTb. O64yMaHHOCTb B XXM3HM TO Xe,
4YTO COflb, MOMOXEHHAsA B PUC, Kak FOBOPST NTIOOOYHUKN, a 9 Bcerga MHoro aymarn. Mon
poACTBEHHUK, [aBManb, noegatens pbibbl, pacckasbiBan MHE, 4O Yero emy TpygHO
OXOTUTLCH; KaK CUNbHO OAWH POA €ro AobbIYM OTNMYaeTCs OT APYroro; BCneacTene
3TOro0 OH JOMKeH y3HaBaTb 00bl4au kaxaom pbibbl. BoT 310 MyapocTts. C apyrown
CTOpOHbI, MaBmanb XMBET cpeaun ceoen andn. Mosa nobbiva He NnaBaeT cTasiMu,
BbICTaBNAA NacTu U3 BOAbI, Kak AenaeT ero péea, He BCMNSbIBAET HA MOBEPXHOCTb BOAbI
N He noBopaymBaeTcsa GOKOM, Kak MOXY UMM MarneHbkas YanTa, He TONNUMTCs nogne

Menen, kak 6atyya unu Yyunoea.
— Bce 311 pbibbl 04EHb XOPOLUM Ha BKYC, — 3aMeTu AQBIOTAHT, LWEMKas KINoBOM.

— To e roBopuT 1 MO ABOKPOAHbLIN 6paT, [aBnarb; OH NOCTOSIHHO OXOTUTCS 3a HUMWU;
HO eMy XOpOLLO; OH He BbIXoauT Ha 6eper, 4Tobbl CNacTUCb OT ero ocTporo Hoca. Mos
Andb coBceM Apyroe ageno. Jlioam xuByT Ha 3emne, B Jomax, cpeam ckota. MHe Bcerga
HY>KHO Y3HaBaTb, YTO OHW AenatoT, YTo cobmparoTca caenaTb U, Kak rOBOPUTCS,
«npmbaBnsasa XBOCT K X060Ty, 4 COCTaBN4A Llenoro cnoHay». 5 Bcé Habnogato, Bcé
npumeyato. Ecnv Hag oBepbio NOBECUNM 3eMEHYI0 BETBb U XeSie3Hoe KorbLo, CTapbIn
Merrep NOHMMAaET, YTO B 9TOM JOME POAUIICA MasibuYuK U YTO, CO BPEMEHEM, OH
nNpubexnT nrpaTb Ha NOMOCT. BbixoanT 3amyx AeByLulKa, cTapbin Merrep ysHaeT u aTo,
BMAS, KaK MY>XYMHbI pacxaKuBaroT Nno AepeBHe ¢ nogapkamu B pykax. lNepea cBagbbom
HeBeCTa NpUXoauT KynaTbCs, U cTapbii Merrep TyT Kak TyT. MIameHuna nu peka cBoé
pycno, obHaxuB 3emno TaMm, rae paHblue Obina Tonbko Boda, Merrepy aTo Toxe

N3BECTHO.

— Ho kK yemy BeyT Takme 3HaHMA? — cnpocun wakan. — [laxke B TedeHne Moen KOPOTKON
XWU3HU peKa yxxe HEeCKONbKO pa3 nameHsana pycno. Pekun MHAnM noyTn NOCTOSHHO

nepegBurardTCd B CBOUX NOXax, MHOrAa B Te4eHne 4YeTBepTn roga OHM OTXOOAT OT



NpeXHero pycria Ha aAse unn Tpn Munu, 3anmeagd norna Ha ogHoOM 6epery, Ha Opyrom xe

OTKpbIBast 60NbLLIOE NPOCTPAHCTBO CyLUun!

— JTO camble nonesHble 3HaHusl, — Bo3pa3un Merrep wakany, — nosiBNieHne HOBOW
3eMnu BegeT 3a cobon ccopbl. ATo Merrep 3HaeT; oro, xopowo 3HaeT! EaBa Boga
COMAET, OH KpaaETcsa BAONb OQHOMO U3 ManeHbKUX PyYbEB, B KOTOPbLIX, MO MHEHWIO
nogen, He morna 6bl CKpbITbCA U cobaka, 1 XAET Tam. BoT npuxoagut bepmep m
rOBOPUT, YTO B 9TOM MeCTe OH MOCaAnT OrypLbl, @ B TOM — OblHW, U BCE — Ha y4acTke
3eMIK, TONbKO YTO NoAAapPEHHOM eMy pekon. [anbLuammn cBomMx OBHaXKEHHbLIX HOI OH
npobyeT un. MNMpuxoant gpyron 3emnegenel n 00bLABNSET, YTO NOCAANT fyK, MOPKOBb U
CaxapHbI TPOCTHUK B 3TOM MecTe. OHM BCTpeYatoTCsl, Kak NnogKkun, KoTopble HECET
TeyeHue, n 06a NpUHMMaTCA BpalwaTb rnasaMmm, CBEpPKaoLWMMKN n3-nog nx 60nbLwmnx
cuHnx TropbaHoB. A ctapbin Merrep cmMoTpuT 1 cnywaert. Jlioan roBopaTt apyr apyry
«BpaT MOM» N HAYMHAIOT OenuUTb HOBYIO 3eMsto. Merrep nepeaBuraeTcs BMECTe C HUMMN
C MecCTa Ha MeCTO 1 KpaZETcs, COBCEM MPUXMMAACh K uny u TuHe. Pasropaetcs ccopa.
Cnblwarca 3ananbymBble cnosa. OHM cOpacbiBalOT CO CBOUX rOfoB TIopbaHbI,
nogHMmaloT naTu (nanku), HakoHel, OAMH nagaeT B un, apyron yberaeT. Korga oH
BO3BpaLlaeTcs, Aeno caenaHo, emy o6 3TOM roBOPUT OKOBAHHbIN XXENe3oM CTBOJ
bambyka. Bcé yctpoun Merrep, HO HUKTO eMy He BnarogapeH. Het, nogu kpuyar:
«Y6uiua Merrepy». [NoToM cemMbyu ABOUX KPECTbSIH NPUHUMAIOTCS ApaTbCa Mexay cobowu;
ABajuaTtb YenoBeK C O4HOM CTOPOHbI, ABaAuaTh ¢ agpyron. Mon Hapog, XUBYLLUA Ha
B3ropbsx, Hapoa xopowwmin. OHu gepyTtca He ang 3abasbl, a cTapbln Merrep XOeTt Huxe
Nno TEYEHUIO PEKN, TaM, FAe ero He MOryT BUAETb 3@ KyCTaMu Kukapa. 3aropaeTcs 3apsi;
MOW LLUMPOKONIieYne 4XeTchbl (BCero YenoBek BOCEMb — ECATb) HA HOCUSKaxX HeCyT
MEpPTBOro; 3B€3Mbl CBETAT. VOyT BCe CTapuKu, C ANNHHBbIMK Bopogamu, 1 KpuyaTt He
Xyxe MeHs. Jlioam pasBoaat HeBOoMbLIOW KOCTEP (ax, Kak XOpOoLUO S 3HAl0 3TOT KOCTEP),
KypaT Tabak, nokauyMBatoT rofloBamu, UM ykasbiBaoT MakyLLKamMu B CTOPOHY MEPTBOrO,
KOoTopbI nexuT Ha 6epery. OHM roBOPSIT, YTO M3-3a 3TOr0 K HUM SABUTCHA aHIIMNCKUA CyA4
N 4YTO CEMbS TAKOro-ToO YerioBeka byaeT ono3opeHa, MOTOMY YTO ero NOBECAT Ha
BonbLon TiopeMHon nnowaan. Apysbsa youtoro sameyatoT: «[lycTb ero nosecat!»
PasroBop Ha4MHaeTcs Cbi3HOBA. OTO NOBTOPSETCA ABaXAbl, TPMXAbI, ABagLUaTb pas3 B
TeyeHue JoNron Houn. HakoHewl KTO-HMByab NPON3HOCUT: «OTOT 60K Bbin 6ON YECTHLIN.

Bo3sbMéM nnaTty 3a KpoBb, HEMHOro BornbLle, Yem npeanaraeT yomBLIWK, U NepecTaHeM



TONKOBaTby». HaunHaeTcsa cnop m3-3a LeHbl KPOBW, MOTOMY YTO YOUTLIN BbIT CUNbHbIV
4yenoBeK 1 ocTtaBu nocne ceba MHOro cblHoBeN. A BCE-Taku ewwé o AMpaTBenbl
(BOCXOAa comnHua) oHM crnerka ooXxmraroT MEPTBOrO, Kak Toro TpebyeTt obblyan, 1 OH
noctynaet B Moé pacrnopsbkeHne. OH monuut... Ara, getu, Merrep 3Haet! Merrep Bcé

XOpOoLlo 3HaeT, MO OXKEeTCbl — CnaBHbI Hapoa.

— OHM CNULKOM >XafHbl, CIIMWKOM CKyMbl, — NPOn3HEC AabloTaHT. — OHKU He BpocatoT
Aaxe BepXHME NNEHKN C KOPOBLErO pora, Kak rOBOPUTCS; KTO XXe MOXET YTO-HUbyab

nogobpaTk nocre 3Toro nNreMeHn?
— O, a nogbupato... ux camux, — 3ameTtun Merrep.

— BoT B cTapble BpemeHa Ha tore, B KanbkyTTe, — npogormkan AQbioTaHT, — BCE
BblOpackiBanocb Ha ynuuy; Mbl Bblibupanu, 4to nogobpate. CnasHble 66111 gHU!
Tenepb e Ux ynuupbl YUCTbI, KaK BHELLUHASA CTOPOHA SSIMYHOWN CKOPIYMbl, 1 MOW POANYU
ynetatoT. BblTb ONPATHBIM — OAHO; HO BbITUPATb Mblflb, MECTU, YACTUTL NO CEMMU Pa3 B

O€Hb YTOMUTEITbHO; 3TO HAagoeno Obl camum 6oram.

— OavH Wakan ¢ HA3KH crblllan oT CBoero GpaTta 1 ckasan MHe, YTo Ha tore, B
KanbkyTTe, Wakanbl Tak ke TONCTbl, KaK BblApbl BO BpeMS A0XAEW, — 3aMeTuI wakan, y

KOTOPOro NOTEKNM CIHOHKN MPY OAHOM MbICI 06 3TOM.

— [la, Ho Tam XuByT Benonuuble aHrnMyaHe, OHU NPUBOASAT ¢ coboto cobak, BonbLumnX,

TONCTbIX cobak, YTOObI 3TN camble LaKanbl He ToNcTenu, — BO3pasun AObIOTaHT.

— 3Ha4uT, OHK TaKMe Xe KeCToKMe Noaun, Kak 3geLwHune xmntenn? Tak u cnegosano
aymaTtb. Hu 3emns, HM Hebo, HM BOAa He OKa3biBalOT MUIOCTK Wakany. [Nocne goxaen s
BMaen nanatkm 6enonuupblx, yTawmn n3 HUX HOBYIO XXENTYIO Y34y U Cben eé.

Benonuuble nnoxo BbigenbiBalOT KOXY: st 3abonen.

— To nu ewwé 6bino co mHon! — 3ameTnn AgbtoTaHT. — Koraa mHe Wwén TpeTtun rog, s, B
Te BpeMeHa Moniofas u oTBaXHas nNtvua, OTNnpaBusca BHM3 NO peke, B TO MECTO, Kyaa

npnxoaaT Gonblune noaku. Jloakn aHrnuyax BTpoOe Gonblue ceneHns Merrep FayTa.

— OH yBepsieT, 6yato 6bin B [lenu n 6yato Tam Bce XoadT Ha ronosax, — npobopmoTan

LLiaKarn.



Merrep OTKPbIN nesbIn rnas u npucTtarnbHO B3rNAHYyI Ha AOobloTaHTa.

— OT0 Npaega, — ybeanteneHo npousHecna 6onbasa ntmua. — JIryH JKET TONbKO B

Hagexae, YTo emy NoBepsT. He BMaaBLININ 3TUX NTOAOK HE B CUIax NOBEPUTb MHE.
— BoT a10 BeposiTHee, — 3ameTun Merrep. — Hy, a ganbwe?

— W3 3TX NogoK OHU BbIHUMANM Kakme-To 6onblune 6enble KyCcKn, KOTopble CKOpO
npespaLltanucb B Bogy. HekoTopble packononucb 1 ynanu Ha 6eper; Bce ocTanbHble
nogn cnpsitanu B 4OM C OMeHb TONCTbIMU cTeHamu. OguH NOAOYHUK 3acMesncs, B3sn
GenbIn Kycok BeNMYnMHon ¢ HebonbLuyto cobaky n 6pocun ero B MeHs. A... BCE Moé
nnems, rnotaem 6e3 pasmbILUNEHNI; NO HaWeMY OObIKHOBEHMIO, 1 MPOrfOTUI 3TOT KYCOK
W owyTuN cTpawHbin xonod. OH Havancs ¢ xenyaka, NPOHWK BO BCE MOE Tero Ao
KOHYMKOB NanbLUeB, U S axe NOTepsin rofloc; a NOLOYHUKN XOXoTanu Hago MHOM.
Hvikorga B XKM3HM He UCMbITbIBAN S TAKOro XON04a, U OT U3YMIIEHUS U nevanu
3ameTarncs v 3anpbiran. HakoHew MHe cTano nerye; 1 nepesén ayx, 3anndcan cHoBa,
Xanyscb Ha KOBapCTBO MUPA; NOAOYHUKM XKe Tak XOXOoTanu, YTo nonaganu Ha 3eMsiio.
He rosops yxe 06 aTom CTpaHHOM Xxofoae, yamButenosHen scero 6uimo To, YTo, Korga s

yCnoKkounca, MOW XenyaookK oKa3alicda CoBepLUEHHO MycCT.

AObIOTaHT NocTaparncs Kak MOXHO fydLle onucaTb, YTO OH MUChbITan, NpornoTus
CEMUYHTOBbLIN KYCOK NbAa U3 BeHremckoro o3epa ¢ amepukaHCKoro kopabns; ato
ObIno B Te AHW, korga KanbkyTTa eweé He n3rotosnsana néq MCKyCCTBEHHbIM 00pasom,
HO Mapaby He 3Han, 4yTo Takoe néa, Merrep u Wakan 3Hanu 1 Toro MeHbLUE, a NOTOMY

€ro pacckas Npou3Bén Maro BrnevyatneHus.

— Bcé Bo3moxHo, — 3ametnn Merrep, cHoBa npuLypuB nesbiv rnas. — Bcé Bo3mMoxHO,
Korga npuxoauT fiogka, kotopas BTpoe bonble moero cenexuvsi! Beab Merrep Mayt —

OEepPEBHA HE MaJiEHbKaA.

Mocnblwancsa cBUCT; NO MOCTY MPOHECCS NOYTOBbIV Noe3s B [lenv; ero BaroHbl ipKo
CBETUNNCL; UX TeHM Bexanu no peke. [oesn co 3BOHOM Mcye3 B TeMHoTe. Merrep n

LLiaKan Tak NpuBbIKITN K KenesHon gopore, 4TO Aake He NoBEepHYJ1X roJioB.

-A pa3Be 3TO HE TaK Xe yOUBUTENbHO, KakK JioKa, KOTopad BTpoe oonblue OepeBHU

Merrep Nayta? — cnpocun mapaby, rmags BBepx.



— [nTa MOE, a1 BMAen, Kak CTPoUnM MOCT. A BUAEN, Kak KaMeHb NOXUIICA Ha KaMeHb U
Kak Marno-nomany Bo3gsuranunce onopsbl. iHorga B Bogy naganu noam (oHu
HeOoObIKHOBEHHO TBEPAO CTOANM Ha Horax, HO BCE-Taku naganu); u s Bceraa obin TyT Kak
TyT. MNoka cTpounu nepsyto ornopy, paboymm He NPUXOAUIIOCE CMOTPETbL BHU3 MO
TEYEHMI0, OTbICKMBAs AN COXOKEHUst Teno ynaeLero. OnsTb-Taku s U36aensn ux ot
NUNLWKX XronoT. YBepsito Tebsi, B NOCTPOIKE MOCTa He OblNo HUYEro CTpaHHoro, —

3ametun Merrep.

— Ho T0, 4TO BEXMT NO 3TOMY MOCTY M BE3ET 3a COOOM Tenern ¢ KpbiwamMu, — CTPaHHo, —

noBTOpMN AObIOTaHT.

— bes BcsaKkoro comHeHus, Tenern Bo3AaT 6bikn HoOBOM nopoabl. Korga-Hnbyab 6bik He
yOepXuTcsa Tam HaBepxy 1 ynagéT, kak, beiBano, naganv nogn. N ctapein Merrep

onaTb OyaeT TyT Kak TyT.

LWakan nocmoTpen Ha AabioTaHTa, AQbIOTaHT NOCMOTPEN Ha wakana. 3Tu aAsoe Obinn
BMOSIHE YBEPEHbI, YTO NAPOBO3 MOT ObITb YEM YrOAHO, TOSbKO He BbikoM. 3-3a psigoB
anos, OKANMMSBLUMX XEeNe3HOO40POXKHYIO NIMHUIO, LWakas YacTto Habntogan 3a
NPOXOoAALLMMN noe3namn. AObIOTaHT e NO3HAKOMUIICA C MalluMHaMmu, korga no VIngum
nobexan nepsbl Nnaposo3. Ho Merrep cmoTpen Ha noesaa TOSMbKO CHU3Y, N emy

Kasarnocb, YTO MeAHbI Kyrnosn Ha MaluMHe NoXox Ha ropb Obika (3eby).

— H-ga, aTo 6bIk HOBOW NOpoAbl, — rPOMKO noBTopun Merrep, xenas ydoeantb camoro

cebs1, 4TO OH He owwunbaeTcs.

— KoHeuHo, — 3ameTun wakarn.

— C opyrov CTOpPOHbI, MOXET ObITb... — pa3apaXXMTenbHO Hayarn KpOKOAWS.

— KoHeu4Ho, koHe4YHo, — 3abopMoTan wakan, He 4OXMAasiCb OKOHYaHUsA dopasbl.

—Y10? — cepaunTo cnpocun Merrep, 4yBCTBYS, YTO ero cobeceqHUKN 3HAKT YTO-TO He
N3BECTHOE eMy. — HeM xe 3To MoXeT 6bITb? Beab 4 ke He gorosopun. Thl ckasan, 4to

370 ObIK. ..

- 3710 CYLLLECTBO OKaXeTCd TeM, 4YeM NnoxKelaeT «NOKPOBUTESb 6eaHbIx». A ero pa6

Monmu, He pab Ton Belm, koTopasi nepeberaet MO MOCTY Yepes peKy, a TBOW...



— Y70 6bl 3TO HM BbINO, «OHOY» — AAEN0 pyk 6enonuubix, — 3aMmeTun AgbloTaHT. — M yTo

KacaeTcs MeHs, a9 He cTan 6bl NPOBOANTL BCE CBOE BpeMst Ha BNM3KOM K MOCTY Menu.

— Bbl He Tak XxopoLUo 3HaeTe aHrnmyaH, Kak s, — sameTtun Merrep. — Korga moct
cTpounu, 3geck Gbin 6enonuubin; No Bedepam oH 6pan noaky, Wwapkan Horamu no eé
AHY 1 wenTan: «3aecb oH? 3geck oH? [lante MHe MOE pyXbéEx». A ycnbiwan ronoc
aHrnMyaHMHa paHblue, Yem yBuaen ero. [1o MeHs JOHOCUNUCE BCe 3BYKU; CKpUMNeNo
PY>Xb€; OH ero npogysan u cTyyan um, ABUrasiCb BBEPX U BHU3 NO peke. A noaxsatun
OAHOro 13 ero paboynx u, Takum obpasom, n3basun NOAEN OT NOKYMNKMA APOB AS1S
COXOKEeHUWs Tena; a oH npmbexan Ha NOMOCT M FPOMKO 3akpuyars, YTO OTbILLET MEHS U
ocBOBOaUT OT MeHs peky. ATo oT MeHs-To, Merrepa — Merrepa lMayta! Ot meHsa! letn, s
yac 3a yacowm, 6biBano, Nnbin No4 ero JIOAKOW, Cribilwar, Kak OH CTpensieT B OpéBHa; pas3
y3HaB, YTO OH YTOMMUIICS, S NOOHANCA PSAO0M C HUM U NA3MHYN YentcTaMM eMy B NMLO.
MocT noctpounu, oH yexan. [loBepbTe — BCe aHrnmMyaHe OXOTATCA Takum obpasom, 3a

NCKMOYEHMEM TEX pas, Koraa OHM caMu NpeBpaLLaTCcs B ANYb.
— KT0 e oxoTutca Ha 6enonuubix? — ¢ BOSTHEHNMEM NPOBU3XKas Lakarn.
— Tenepb HUKTO, HO B CBOE BPEMS 51 MOOXOTUIICS 32 HUMW.

— 51 cMyTHO NOMHIO 06 3TOM OXOTE; HO B TE€ BpEMEHa s Obin ewwé monog, —

MHOro3Ha4dmTesribHO CTy4a KItoBOM, 3aMeETUI ALObIOTaHT.

— A oTnu4yHo ycTpowuncs 3aeck. B To BpemMs MO OepeBHI0 TOMBbKO YTO OTCTPOUU B
TpeTun pas. Bapyr aBnseTtcs Mov ABopoaHbIn 6pat, [aBnanb, U Ha4YMHaeT
pacckasbiBaTb 0 6oraTtbix Bogax Bbiwe beHapeca. CHavyana s He xoTen ABUraTbCs C
MecCTa, Tak Kak MO ABOKOPOAHBIN BpaT nuTaeTcs pbibon 1 He Bcerga MoXeT npaBuibHO
ckasaTb, YTO XOPOLLO, YTO AYPHO; OAHAKO A TAKXKe YCrnbllar, Kak Mou nocensHe

pasroBapuBanu mMexay cobon, n nx TOSKK 3acTaBUN MEHS PELLNTLCS.
— A YTO OHM roBOPUNN? — CNPOCUN LLAKan.

— Wx Tonku 3actaBunun meHda, Merrepa ns Merrep Nayta, BbINTU U3 BOObl U MYCTUTL B
Aerio cBou Horun. A gsurasncs rno HoMam M Nonb30Barncs ManeHbKUMMN pyYbaMu, KOTopble
MOFfN CIY>XUTb MHE; OAHAKO HAa4YMHaNoCh XXapKkoe Bpems roga, 1 NnoToku obmenenn. A

nepecekan nbirnbHbIe A0POrn; 4 nona cpeaun BbICOKOM Tpasbl; NMpu JTlyHHOM CBETE A



rnoaHMMarncs Ha ropbl. 3ameTbTe, AeTu, S B3bmpancsa aaxe Ha ckanbl! A nepelwén yepes
okpawuHy 6e3soaHoro CvpruHaa paHblue, YeM MHE YAarnochb HaTONKHYTLCS Ha CeTb
peyek, KoTopble TEKYT Mo HanpasneHuto K NaHry. B To Bpemsi 5 oTowén Ha Mecal, NyTu

OT MOMX MOCENSAH U OT XOPOLLO 3HAaKOMOW MHE peku. OTO BbINo yauBUTENbHO!

— A yem xe Tbl NnTanca? — cnpocun wakarn, KOTOprI7I AymMarn TOJbKO O Xenyake, He

NHTepecyscb pacckasom Merrepa 0 ero CyxonyTHbIX CTPaHCTBUSIX.

— Bcewm, 4to Haxoaun Ha nyTn, Ky3eH, — meaneHHo paCTﬂFMBaVI CnoBa, BbIrOBOPUI

Merrep.

B VIHOun Bbl HE MOXETe HMKOro Ha3BaTb CBOMM OBOKOPOAHBIM BpaToM, eCriv HE ymeeTe
SICHO JoKa3aTb Ballero KPOBHOrO poACTBa C HUM, a Tak Kak TOJNTbKO B CTAPUHHbIX CKa3kax
KPOKOAUIbI XXEHATCA Ha LWakanax, Hall Wwakan noHsn, noyemy Merrep BKOUUn ero B
Kpyr CBOMX pOACTBEHHUKOB. byab OHWM BOBOEM, 3TO HE CMYTUMO Bbl €ro, HO AQbIOTaHT

yCriblLan XeCTOKY0 LYTKY, U B rnasax XMTpon NTuLbl 3aMepLan HaCMeLLNBbIN OFOHEK.
— KoHeuHo, oTeLl, Mo, 1 JOITKeH Oblil caM MOHATb 9TO, — 3aMeTu Lwakan.

KpynHbI Kpokogmn He nobuT, 4TOObLI ero Ha3bliBanu oTLOM LWakanos, n Merrep ns
Merrep NayTa BbiCKa3arn CBOE He4OBOSILCTBO, NPUBaBUB KOE-4YTO, YEro He CTOUT

NOBTOPATb.

— «[NokpoBuTensb 6eaHbIX» NEPBbIA YNOMAHY O CBOEM poacTBe co MHoW. Mor nn g
NOMHUTb TOYHYH CTEMNEHb 3TOro poacTtea? Kpome Toro, Mbl IUTaemMcsi OANHAKOBOM

nmwen. OH cam ckasan 9To, — NocrnbllWancsa oTBET LWakana.

Ero 3ameyvaHuve ewé yxyaLmno norioxXeHne Belen; Bedb Wwakasi HaMeKHys, YTO BO
BpeMS CyXOMnyTHbIX CTpaHCTBU Merrepy npuxoausiocb eXXegHEeBHO eCTb CBEXYHO,
COBEPLUEHHO CBEXYH NULLY, BMECTO TOro YTOObI AepXaTb €€ HECKONbKO BPEMEHN, NOKa
OHa He CTaHeT rogHoWn ANng efbl, Kak 3To AenaeT Kaxabln yBaxarowwmin cedbst kpokoamn m
B6onbWNHCTBO Ankmx 3Bepen. CkasaB koMy-HNByab 13 obutaTenen peku: «Tbl eLlb
cBeXee MSCO», Bbl HAHECETE eMy OcKopbreHne. 3TO NOYTU BCE paBHO, YTO Ha3BaTb

yeroBeKka NnaoenoMm.

— lNMvwa, o koTopon NAET peyb, bbina cbefeHa TpuauaTb NeT TOMy Hasag, — CNOKOMHO

3ameTun AObIOTaHT, — 1 €Cnn Mbl ByaeM roBopuTb 0 HEN eLLé TpuauaTh NeT, oHa



BCE-Taku He BepHéTCFI. Pacckaxu xe, Merrep, YTO CIy4YnnocCb, Korga nocrie Tsoero
N3YMUTEJIbHOIo CyxXonyTHOro nytewecTtBnA Tbl JOCTUI XOPOLLUMX BOA. Ecnu mbl 6yn,e|v|

crywaTb BOW BCSIKOrO LLakana, To Bce erna B ropofe OCTaHOBSATCS, Kak roOBOPSIT NOAM.
BeposiTHO, 3TO 3ameyaHne NoHpaBunocb Merrepy: OH NOCMNELIHO NpoAoKar:

— KnsiHycb npaBbiM 1 neBbiM 6eperom MaHra, korga s 4oweén Ao MecTa, nepeao MHOM

OTKPbLINTNCb Takmne BOAbl, KaKnX A4 HAKOrga He BuabliBar.

- Hey>|<er|V| OHU BbINn nyduie OO0OnNbLLIOro HaBOAHEHUS B npoLsiom FO,D,y? — cnpocun

LaKarn.

— Jlyyqwe? Takme HaBOL4HEHMS!, KaKkoe Cy4Ynsiocb B NPOLUSIOM rofy, NOBTOPSAOTCH Yyepes
Kaxable NATb NeT: HECKOMbKO YTOHYBLLMX Yy>XeCTpaHUEeB, HECKOSTbKO UbINAAT, Aa
MEPTBbLIN BOS, NPUHECEHHBIN Bogon! Ho B TOM rogy, 0 KOTOPOM S rOBOPHO, BOAa CcTosina
B peKe HU3KO; OHa Obina BCA rmagkas, poBHas, U, Kak pacckasbiBan MHe [(aBnanb, no
TEYEHUIO NMbIf0 CTONBbKO MEPTBLIX aHIMNYaH, YTO OHM kacanuck apyr gpyra. Ot Arpa go

OTaBaxa 1 Ao Wwupokmx sog 6nm3 Annarabaga...

— O, A 3Hat0 BO4OBOPOT Mo CTeHaMu 3Tomn Kpenoctu! — nponsHéc AaboTaHT. — OHK

HEeCINCb TyAda, KakK YTK/ K TDOCTHUKaM, U KPYXUIMNCb 1 BEPTEJTUCb BOT Tak.

M oH cHOBa NyCTUNCS B CBOK Y>KACHYHO NIISICKY, @ LWakan ¢ 3aBUCTbO CMOTPES Ha HEro.
[MOHATHO, TPYCNMBBIN 3BEPb HE NMOMHUI roga BOCCTaHWUA, O KOTOPOM wWna peds. Merrep

XKe npogornkarn:

— da, 6nun3 Annarabaga npuxogunock nexatb B Boge TUxo; u 4, 6biBano, nponyckan
ABaguaTtb TPYNoOB paHblle, YeM BbiOMpan To, YTOo ObIfIo N0 MOEMy BKYCY; rMaBHOE, MHe
HPaBWUIIOCb, YTO Ha aHrnMyaHax He 6bINo HanyTaHo AparoueHHocTen, bpacneToB Ha
pyKax 1 LMKOMOTKaX M Konew, KaK Y XXeHLWH, XXUBYLLMX B MOEM ceneHuun. ToT, KTo
nobUT AparoLeHHOCTU, Hepeako B KOHLIE KOHLIOB MOJfly4daeT BMECTO OXeperibs BEPEBKY.
B To Bpemsi Bce KpOKOAMITbI OKPECTHBIX PEK pacTONCTeENn, HO cyabba noxenana, 4Tobbl
S1 pa3Xupen cunbHee BCex ocTanbHbIX. [10 HAac AOLWAM CNyXW, YTO aHIMMYaH 3arHanm B
PEKM U1, KINSIHYCb NpaBbIM 1 NieBbIM 6eperom MaHra, Mbl NOBEpPMM 3TOMY. A WEM Ha tor 1
Aymarn, 4To 3To NpaBAMBble BECTU. [1BUrancs s BHU3 No TeveHuto Yepes MoHrup, rae

Had peKkown CTOAT rpOBHULbI. ..



— 3Hato, — ckasan AgbloTaHT. — Tonbko Tenepb MoHrMp — 6poLLeHHbIV ropos. B HEM

Maro XuTenen...

— No3xe A ABMHYNCSA BBEPX MO TEYEHUIO, MEANEHHO, NEHMBO N HEMHOIO Bbilie MoHrnpa
HATONKHYJCA Ha NOAKY, NOSHY0 6EenonMUbIMU. .. XXUBbIMWU. ITO ObINN XEHLUMHbI, OHK
nexanu nNoA HaTSAHYTON Ha YeTbIPEX LLIecTax TKaHbo 1 BAPYr FPOMKO 3akpuyanu. B Te
OHW HUKTO He CTpenan B Hac, cTpaxen 6poaoB. Bee pyxba Bbinn 3aHATLI B APYrom
mMecTe. [JeHb U HOYb M3aanu AOHOCUIICSA UX FPOXOT; OH TO yTMXan, TO ycunmeancs
BMECTE C NopbiBaMu BeTpa. S BbICOKO BbICYHYICS U3 BOAbI, TaK Kak paHbLLe HUKOr4a He
BMAbIBAs XMBbIX 6€nonuLbiX, XOTS OTNIMYHO 3Han ux B Apyrom Buae. O6HaXEHHbIN
Genbi pebEHOK CTOSAN Ha KOMEHSIX Ha Kpatko JTIOAKWN; HAKMOHSSCb, OH MPOBOAWUIT pyYKaMm
no BOAe W CMOTpEer Ha NOSIBMSBLUMECS CTPYWKKU; NPENeCcTHO BUAETb, Kak pebEeHoK
nobyeTca beryuen BOAOW. B 3TOT AeHb S yxke XOPOoLUO Nnoer, a BCE-Taku B MOEM
Xenygke octaBanacb Hebonblias nyctota. M s KMHyncsa Ha 3Tu geTCKue pyku, ckopee
pagu 3abaBbl, 4eM n3-3a ronoga. OHU GbINK Tak BM3KO, YTO A JaKe He B3rNsHy-,
XBaTas ux. YemncTt Mou 3aKpbINIUCb HaZ HAMW; 1 BNOJTHE YBEPEH B 3TOM; PEOEHOK Xe
ObIcTpO, 6e3 Bpeaa anga ceb4, BbiTawmn nx ns moen nactn. OHu, 3aTn 6enblie pyyku,
BEPOATHO, MPOCKOSb3HYNN Mexay 3ybamu Merrepa... MHe crnegoBano cxBaTuTb €ro 3a
nne4vo, BKOCb, O4HAKO, MOBTOPSAO, 51 TONTbKO M3 YAOBOSLCTBUSA M No6oNbITCTBA
BbIHbIPHYIT U3 BOAbI. XKeHLUMHbI 3aKkpuyarnu; i CHoBa NOAHANCS, 4Tobbl HabnoaaTh 3a
HUMK. Tsk€nasn nogka He morna uaTn 6bICTPo. B Hen BbiNu TONBbKO XKEHLWMHbI, HO
O0BEPATb XEHLMHE, BCE paBHO, YTO CTynaTb HA BOAOPOCNN, 3aKpbiBatoLme
NMOBEPXHOCTb NpyAa, Kak roBOPUT NMOCMOBULA, U, KNAHYCb NpaBbiM 1 NeBbiM 6eperom

"aHra, aTa noroBopka crnpasegnmeal

— Pa3 ogHa >xeHwuHa gana MHe Cyxyto pbibbio YeLlyto, — BCTaBWI Wakarn. — A Hagesncs
yKpacTb €€ rpyaHOro MastoTKy, HO, Kak FOBOPUTCS: NMOLIAAMHBIA KOPM Jydlle yaapa Horv

nowagun. A yto caenana «TBOs» XeHLuHa?

— OHa BbICTpenuna B MeHsl U3 KOPOTKOrO OPYXKWS, KAKoro st HUKOr4a He Buaan Hu
paHblUe, H1 no3xe. Coenana nATb BbICTPENOB, oAWH 3a ApyruMm. — BepoaTHo, Merrep
roBOPWI O peBorbBepe CTaporo obpasua. — S ocTancs ¢ OTKPbITbIM PTOM, @ MO rOfoBY
OKpy»an AbiM. Hukoraa He BuabIBan s HUYero nogo6Horo! MaATh BbICTPENoB 1 Tak

6bICTpO OOWH 3a ApYyrnMm, Kak 4 Mmaxar XBOCTOM, BOT TakK.



LLlakan, koTopbl BCE BonblLue 1 6onblue yBrekancs paccka3om Kpokoguna, easa ycnen
OTCKOYUTb, KOr4a OrpoOMHbINA XBOCT Yy[0BMLLA, TOYHO UCMONMHCKUIA cepr, NponeTen

MMMO Hero.

- ,D,O NATOro BbiCTpena, — npoaosnKan Merrep, TOYHO OH U HEe NOMBbILLUIIAN OrmMyLlnTb
OQHOro N3 cBonXx cnyLuaTeneﬁ, — A0 NATOro BbICTpesia 4 HE norpyxarcd B BoAy, Koraa
Xe nogHAncA cHoBa, TO ycnbliwarn, Kak oanH 13 nogo4YHUKOB roOBOPUII 6enbim
XEeHLWnHaMm, 4YT1o 4 y6MT. OﬂHa nyna nonana nod poroByro Ny1aCTUHKY Ha MOEN Luee.
CuanT nn oHa ewWweé Tam, 9 He 3Hato, Tak Kak He MOry NOBEPHYTb rosfioBbl. Mooonau croaa,

ANTS, 1 B3rNsSHU. OT0 gokaxeT Tebe, YTo 51 roBopun npasay.

— [okaxeT MHe? — NponsHEC Wwakan. — Yto Tel roBopuwlb! Pa3sse 6egHoe cyLecTBo,
KOTOpoe noefaet cTapyto obyBb Aa Cyxme KOCTU, CMEET YCOMHUTBLCA B COBax
«3aBuctu pekm»? NycTb cnenble LWeHKM 0OKycatoT MO XBOCT, €CIM TEHb TAKOW MbICIN
MernbKHyna B MOEM noyTutenoHom yme! MokpoButens 6eaHbIX CHU30LWEN 40 TOro, YTo
coobLun MHe, cBoeMy paby, YTO pa3 B XXMU3HU XEHLUUHa paHuna ero! 3toro
A0CTaTOYHO; A paccKaxy O Cry4MBLUEMCS BCEM MOMM OETSM, He Tpebysi HM ManenLwnx

OO0Ka3aTes1bCTB.

— YUpeamepHas nobe3HoCTb NOpoKr He nyyile rpybocTn, MOTOMY YTO, Kak FrOBOPUTCS,
roCTsl MOXXHO 3a4yLUNTb YroleHNeM. A COBCEM He xenato, YTobbl KTO-Nnbo 13 TBOMNX
AeTen 3Han, kak eguHCTBEHHas paHa Merrepa 6binia HaHeceHa emy XeHLUHON. TBonm
AeTéHblwam n 6e3 Toro byaet o 4ém nogymaTtb, ecnv 1 UM NpuaéTtca AobbiBaTe cebe

NPONMUTaHNE TakKM XKe Xallkum cnocobom, Kak aTo Tenepb genaet nx oteu.

— Bcé gaBHO 3a0biTo! Huyero He ObINo ckasaHo, He Oblfo 6enon XxeHLwuHbl! He Obino

nogku! Hnyero HuUKorga He criy4anocs.

Lakan MaxHyJ CBOMM MYLNCTbIM XBOCTOM, NOKa3bIiBad 3TUM, A0 4Yero crnoBa Merrepa

BCeLeno ncyesnm n3 ero namMmAaTu, NOToOM cen ¢ ropabiMm BUAOM.

— Hanpotus, cnyynnocb MHoroe, — oteeTun Merrep, cHoBa No6exXaéHHbIV Npy BTOPOW
nonbiTke NnobeanTb cBoero gpyra. (Tem He MeHee HM B O4HOM M3 HUX HEe OCTarnocb
3nonamatcTBa. ECTb 1 cnyXutb NuLLen — pe4yHomn 3akoH, 1, korga Merrep koH4yan obeg,
Lakan sBnsncs, 4tobbl nogobpatb ocTaTkm ero eabl.) — A 6Gpocun Noaky v ABMHYNCS

BBEPX MO TEYEHMI0; noasie Appaxa 1 BbilLe 3TOro MecTa sl y>Ke He Haxoaun MEPTBbIX



aHrnmnyaH. B peke He 6bIno Hu4ero. NMNoTom NOSABMNOCH ABOE-TPOE MEPTBLIX B KPACHbIX
KypTKax, HO 3TO Obinv HE aHrNn4yaHe, a MHAYCbl; CKOPO OHW MOMbLINM MO NSATU U LWECTH
psgoMm; ot Appaxa e u Arpbl, kKasanocb, B peke cobpanuck Lenble cenexHns. MépTabie
BbINSbIBANu N3 ManeHbkux pyyb€B, kak YypbaHbl BO Bpems goxaen. Korga Boga B peke
Hayana nogHMMaTbCs, rpyabl MONYanuBbIX TEN COABUrannchb C Mernen, Ha KOTOPbIX OHK
nexanu. HaesogHeHne yHOCUNO Ux ¢ cobown Yepes Nons n Yepes JKyHrnun, Boga Tawmna
MX 3a OfIMHHbIE BOMOCHI. [IBUrasicb Kk ceBepy, S HOYbIO CribllLan BbICTPEnbl, AHEM — CTYK
00yTbIX HOTI, NEPEXOAMNBLLMX PEKY BOPOA, a TakKe LyM, KOTOPbIN NPON3BOAAT KONéca
Harpy>eHHbIX Terner rno necky nog Bogown. M kaxagasa cTpys NnpMHOCKa HOBbIX MEPTBBIX.
HakoHel MHe camoMy cTano cTpawHo. A ckasan: «Ecnm 3To nponcxoguT ¢ NabMN, Kak
cnacétcs Merrep n3 Merrep NayTta?» 3a MHOM Wnv nogkun 6e3 napycos; OHN NOCTOSIHHO

ropenu, Kak nHorga rop4at oAKM € Xrnon4aTtHUKOM, HO HEe TOHYIN.

— A, — ckazan AQbIOTaHT, — Takue noakm npmuxogat B KanbkyTTy; 6onblune, YEpHble,

nosagu HUX 6eXnT Boaa, N OHM. ..

— BTpoe 6onblue moero cenennsa? Het, mon nogku 6binu 6onbLie, 4em Nnoaku, o
KOTOpbIX pacckasbiBaeT npaBamBbIn. A nx 604ancs, s BbilLen U3 BoAbl U HanpaBucs
0bpaTHO K MOeW peke; OHEM npsiTancs, No HoYam LUESN No 3eMne, ecinn He Haxoaus
ManeHbKMUX pyYbEB, MO KOTOPbIM MOT MfbiTb. $1 BEPHYIICS K MOEMY CENEHUI0, HE NUTas
Hagexabl yBuaatb Mo Hapod. Mexay TeM KpecTbsiHe Mo-NpeXXHeEMY naxanun 3emrito,

CedAnu, Xxaru, pacxaxmBasnu rno CBOMM MNMonAaM Tak XXe CMOKOWHO, KaK NacéTcsa X CKOT.
—AB peke Obina B 310 BpemMaA Xopowlas ega? — cnpocun wakarn.

— bonble nuwm, yem g mor xenatb. [laxe 5, a BeAb 9 HE eéM rpsi3n, gaxe s yTOMUIICA
N, NOMHUTCSA, Nyrancsa Npy Buae NOCTOSHHOIO NOSIBNEHUS MonYanuebIX. A crblwan, Kak
MOW HapoZ roBOPUI, YTO BCE aHIMMYaHe yMeprnv; TeM He MeHee Mo TEYEHUIO MMbinn He
aHrnmMyaHe, 1 Mol Hapog 3To Buaen. Toraa XuTenu pewuunnm, YTo fyylle HAYEro He
roBOpuUTb, a NNaTuTb NogaTn n obpabartbiBaTb 3emnto. Bckope peka ounctmnace;
MEpTBble ncyesnun. Ctano He Tak Nnerko nonyyaTb eay, HO S UCKPEHHE pafoBarncs.
ManeHbkoe yOMICTBO TaM U CAM — HeBpeaHas WTyKa, HO nHoraa gaxe Merrep

YyBCTBYET NpecChblLLEHNE.



— UNaymutenbHo! MNonctuHe naymmntensHo! — 3ameTun wakarn. — A yxe notoncren,
TONbKO Chbllla O Takon NpekpacHon ege. A MOXHO N1 CNPOCUTb, YTO Aenan nocre 3Toro

«NokpoBUTENnb 6eaHbIX»?

— £ ckazan cebe n, KNAHYCb NpaBbIM 1 NeBbIM 6eperom MaHra, Kpenko COMKHYM
4yentocTu Npu 3Tom obeTe, 9 ckasan cebe, 4To HMKOr4a 6onblLUe He OTNPaBMCh
cTpaHcTBoBaTb. C Tex nop s 3axun 65mM3 Moero Hapoaa v rog ot roga Habnogan 3a
HUM. KpecTbsHe Tak CUIbHO Nobunu MeHs, 4to, easa 9 No4HMMan 13 BoAbl rofoBy,
Bpocanu MHe BeHkn HOroTkoB. [la, cyabba 6bina ko MHe MUNOCTUBA, peka Toxe aobpa u

C YyBaXXeHMEM OTHOCUTCS K Moen 6egHoCcTM n cnabocTu, TOMbKO. ..

— B Mupe HeT HM 0gHOro cylecTBa cH4acTIMBOrO OT KOHYMKA CBOErO KIoBa A0 KOHLUA
XBOCTOBOIO nepa, — COMYBCTBEHHO NMPOou3HEC AabloTaHT. — Ho Yero He gocTtaéT Merrepy

n3 Merrep Nayra?

— ManeHbkoro 6enoro pebéHouka, KOTOPbIN OT MEHSI YCKONb3HYM, — C FNy0oK1M
B340XOM ckasan kpokoaun. — OH 6bin Man, Ho s He 3abbin ero. CTapocTb npuLna Ko
MHe, a BCE e nepen CMepTbio 5 xenato nonpobosatb HOBOW nuwu. Npaega, oHM Hapoa
C TSDKEMbIMU HOraMu; NIOAW WYMHbIE, rynble, 1 3T0 bblna 6bl HeBeCcénas oxoTa; TEM He
MeHee s MOMHI0 cryyan Bblwe beHapeca, 1, ecnu pebEHOK XKMB, OH TOXE MOMHUT BCE.
MoxeT BbITb, OH pa3rynvBaeT No 6epery HEM3BECTHOW MHE PEeKU U paccKasbiBaeT, Kak
OAHaXAObl ero pykn NpoCKonb3Hynm mexay 3ybammn Merrepa n3 Merrep Nayta. Cygbba
Oblna Bcerga MunocTMBa KO MHe, HO BO CHE MEHS1 MHOrA4a MyyaT BOCMOMUHaHMUS O
6enom pebéHke B nogke. — Kpokoaun 3eBHyN U COMKHYM YerntocTu. — Tenepb 9 HEMHOro

OTAOXHY M nogymato. Tuwe, geTn. YBaxante ctapLumnx.

OH Tsxeno NoBEepHYJICA 1N noTawnnca Ha cepeanHy necyaHom Menu, a wakan v

AQBIOTAHT OTOLLIMM NOA AePeBO, KOTOPOe POCHOo NoAsie Xene3HO40POXHOro MocTa.

— OH NpOoXWr NPUSITHYIO 1 NOYYUTENbHYH XW3Hb, — CKa3as Lwakar, ockanun 3y6bl 1
BOMPOCUTENbHO NMOCMOTPEN Ha NTULY, BO3BbILLABLUYOCA Hag HUM. — W 3ameTb: Merrep
[axe He nogyman ckasaTb MHe, B KakoM MecTe Ha b6epery oH 6pocun Kycok CbeCTHOrO.
Mexay TeM 1 pa3 CTo ykasblBan eMy Ha BKYCHYHO AMYb, KOTOpast Kynanacb B peke.
Mpaeay roBopsT: «Becb MUp 3abbiBaeT O LWakane v LMpbHUKE, Kak TONbKO Y3HaeT oT

HUX BCe BECTU». A Tenepb OH 3acHET. Appx!



— Kak wakan MoxeT OXOTUTbCS C KPOKOAMITOM? — CMIOKOMHO cnpocun AObloTaHT. —
Korga BMecTe uayT BOp KPYMHbIVA U BOP MENKWiA, NErko npeackasaTb, KOMY OOCTaHEeTCs

BcA Jobblya.

C HeTepnenmBbiM NOBU3rMBaHMEM LLUAKan noBepTencAa Ha ogHoOM MecCTe, CO6VIpaFICb
CBEPHYTbCA Nod AepeBOM, KaK BAPYr npucen Ha 3agHne Horm n 4epes HU3Kne BeTBun

NOCMOTPES Ha MOCT, ObIBLLMI NOYTN HA4 €ro rofioBOM.
— Y10 Tam ewe? — cnpocmn AQbLIOTAHT U TPEBOXHO PACnyCTUI KPbISbS.

— [Moroan, nocmoTpum. BeTep AyeT C Hawen CTOPOHbI K HUM, HO OHU ULLYT He Hac... A

rOBOPHO BOH O Te€X ABOUX JTHOOAX.

— AXx, aTo nogn? MeHs oxpaHsieT Most AOSMKHOCTb. Best IHana 3HaeT, 4To s CBATON.
AOBIOTaAHT NepBOCTaTENHbLIN MyCOPLUMK, U NTULAM ero Nopofbl NO3BOSSETCS

pacxaxuesaTtb rae M yrogHo.
NTak, Haw AObIOTaHT gaXe He B34POrHynmn.

— £ He cTolo yaapa; MeHs 6bl0T TOMbKO CTapbiMy BaluMakamu, — ckasan Lwakan 1 cHoBa
npucnywancs. — CnblWwnwe Warn? — Npogosnkan oH, — ABUraloTCca HOru, He Bocble Horw,
370 TsKENble warn 6enonuubix. Cnywan ewé. XXeneso! Pyxbé! Cnywan, ato

TAXENOoHOorune rnynble aHrnm4aHe nayT, 4TOObI NOBGEcenoBaThb C MerrepOM.

— Tak npenynpeaun Xxe ero. CoBceM HeaBHO KTO-TO, Bpoae yMmumparuwiero ot rosioga

LaKasna, Ha3blBaJl ero «rnokposuTtenem 0eaHbIX».

— lMycTb MOV ABOOPOAHLIN BpaT caM NOKPOBUTENLCTBYET CBOEN KoXe. OH NOCTOAHHO
TBEPAUT MHE, 4TO Benonnubix Heyero 6oaTbCsA. A 370, KOHeYHo, 6enonuuble. H1 oanH
xutenb n3 Merrep Mayta He ocmenunca 6bl OXOTUTbCA Ha Hero. CMOTpK, 9 rOBOpUI, YTO
370 pyxbe! Tenepb, Npu ygaye, Mbl ¢ TO6OM CKOpPO nonupyem. BHe BOAbI OH CrbILUNT

Nnroxo, N Ha 3TOT Pas3 BbICTPESIUT HE XEHLLUNHA.

PyxenHoe oyno 6rnecHyno B nyHHoM cBeTe. Merrep nexan crokonHo, TOYHO CBOS
coGCTBEHHas TeHb; ero nepeaHune nanbl ObIN paccTaBreHbl, FONoBa nexana Mexay

HUMW, N OH Xpaners... KakK XpanAaT Kpokogusbl ero nopoabl.



lonoc Ha MocCTy npollenTarn:

— CTpaHHbIN BbICTPEN, NOYTH MO NPSMOW NUMHUK BHU3. HO BbICTpern BepHbIn. Jlyylle
BCEro LennTbCsa NoHmxke wen. boxe, 4To 3a YyaoBuLLEe, @ MEXAY TeM, ECIU Mbl €70

3acTpenum, kpecTtbsiHe byayT BHe cebsa. OH 600K 34eLUHNX MECT.

— Huyero, — oTBETMN OpYrom ronoc, — Koraa CTPOUIICS MOCT, OH YHEC YernoBek
NATHaALaTb MOUX NyyLnx paboymx, 1 nopa nonoxuTbe 3TOMY KOHeL,. S HECKONbKO
Hefenb e3aun B fiogke, YTobbl youTb ero. MNMpurotoBbTe MapTuHM (PYXbE CUCTEMBI

MapTuHK), N Kak TONbKO S BbIMyLLY B HEro ABa BbiCTpena n3 obonx CTBOMOB, CTpenanTe.
— Tak BbygbTe e ocTopoxHee. [1Ba BbicTpena — He LWyTKa.

— byapb ut0 6yget! Ctpensto.

Mocnblwancs 3ByK, MOXOAMBLUMIA HA TPOXOT MasrieHbKOW MyLUKN.

KpynHbI TMN CROHOBLIX PY)XeN Maro oTiMyaeTcs OT HEKOTOPbIX apTUINIEPUNCKNX
opyawuii: BbipBanuch ABe MONochkl NraMeHu; BCred 3a TeM Npo3By4darn peskuii Tpeck
MapTuHW, 4ns ANMHHOWM Ny KOTOPOro BPOHst Kpokoamna HernpoHuuaema. PaspbiBHble
Xe nynu caenanu ceoé geno. OgHa n3 HUX yaapuna Merrepa Kak pas Huxe Lueu, BIeBo
oT xpebTa; apyras pasopBanacb Noafie OCHOBaHMWS ero xsocTa. B aeBsiHocTo aeBsTtu
cryyasx U3 cta CMepTeNibHO paHEeHHbIN KPOKOAWM BCE e yXoauT B riyOGuHy BoAbl, HO
Merrep 6bin 6ykBanbHO pa3ouT Ha Tpu YacTu. OH efBa ABVHYI FONIOBOM, KaK XU3Hb YXKe

octaBuna ero. OH 3amMep, Kak n nexawimn Ha necke Lwakar.

— 'pom 1 monHua! MonHus 1 rpom! — ckasan Xankun ManeHbkun 3sepb. — He ynana nu,

HaKOHeL, Ta Bellb, KoTopas TAHET 3a cobol 3aKpbITble Tenern?

— OTO TONbKO PYXbE, — OTBETUN AOBIOTAHT, XOTA JaXe ero XBOCTOBbIE Nepbs ApoXarw.

— 3710 TONbKO pYXbE! OH, KOHEYHO, ymep. BoT nayt 6neaHonuuble.

AHrnnyaHe 6bICTpo cbexanu ¢ MocTa 1, NoAOMASA K KPOKOAUIY, OCTaHOBUIUCH,
pasrnsgbiBas ero. Ckopo NofoLweén n Tysemel, TONopoM oTpyoun rpomagHyo rorioBy

Merrepa, n 4yeTBepo MHOYCOB noTawniin ero rno oTMernwu.

— OpgHaxabl mos PYyKa Obina B nacTn BOT Takoro Kpokoauna, 3amMmeTtun oguH U3 aHrnn4yaH,

TOT CaMbll, KOTOPbLIN CTPOU MOCT, — Toraa s, ewé pebEeHOK NeT NATH, Nibin B NogKe K



MoHrupy. A 6bin, YTO Ha3bIBaeTCs, «pebEHOK BO3MYLLIEHUS» ... B noake cuaena n mos
GegHas mMaTyllKa; No3Xe OHa YacTo pacckasbiBana MHe, Kak BbICTpenuna u3 ctaporo

NMMNCTONETAa MOEro OoTua B royioBy 4ygosulla.

— Hy, Tenepb Bbl OTOMCTUNN [MaBe KnaHa, JaXe B TOM cryvae, ecnv OT Tonyka
PY>XENHOro Npuknaga y Bac U3 Hocy noLuna KpoBb. A1 Bbl, NOAOYHUKKU! BeiTawmuTe
ronioBy Ha 6eper, Mbl cBapumM €€, 4Tobbl NONYy4YnTb XopoLwunn Yyepen. Koxy He cTouT
COXpaHATb, OHa CNMLLKOM UcnopyeHa. Tenepb nongémTte cnatb. He npasaa nu, paan

9TOro CTOUJI0 CTOPOXUTb BCHO HOYb?

CTpaHHaFI Bellb: CNYCTA TPU MUHYTbI NMOCIIE yXoaa niogen, wakan n AobloTaHT

NOBTOPUIIN 3TO 3aMedaHue.



